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9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.: Concerto Ballroom B

Paid summer internships, the economy and how it all adds up

The Summer Youth Internship Program is a collaborative effort between CareerSource
South Florida, The Children’s Trust, The Foundation for New Education Initiatives, JP
Morgan Chase, Miami-Dade County Public Schools and Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines
LTD. The program aims to provide meaningful paid summer internship for high school
students attending Miami-Dade County Public Schools. Paid internships are known as a
proven way to explore career fields and get valuable work experience. They help to
position youth for future work and post-secondary success. The internship opportunities
are aligned with the Beacon Council’s roadmap for economic development success, One
Community One Goal. This past summer, nearly 2,600 interns were hired. They worked
at approximately 800 business locations across the Miami-Dade County. This session
aims to discuss the economic, community and academic impact of the program, as well
as explore opportunities to join the collaborative.

Isaac Salver, CPA holds a Bachelor’s of Science from Florida State
University and an MBA from Hofstra University. After finishing his graduate
studies he began his career in International Banking and Finance. He
changed careers in 1987 after becoming a CPA. He started a firm named
Duque and Salver CPA’s and spun off what is now his current firm
Salver+Salver, LLP, CPA’s located in North Miami, FL. Salver is a member
of the American Institute of CPAs and the Florida Institute of CPAs. Elected
to Bay Harbor Islands Town Council in 1999, Salver is currently serving as
Councilmember. Salver is a Past President of the Miami Dade County
League of Cities where he has served on the Board of Directors since 2000.
He was elected to the Board of Directors of the Florida League of Cities in
2003, and currently holds the position of 1st Vice President and also chairs
the Florida Municipal Loan Council. Salver serves as Treasurer of the board
of directors for The Children’s Trust and is a member of the Miami Dade
County Public School Board’s Audit and Budget Advisory Committee.

Lupe Ferran Diaz, PhD currently serves Miami-Dade County Public
Schools as the Executive Director of the Department of Career and
Technical Education which services over 115,000 students enrolled in
Career and Technical Education programs that are aligned with the One
Community One Goal targeted industries. She is also responsible for
overseeing the district’s National Academy Foundation career academy
programs and prior to this appointment she served as Project Director for
the Smaller Learning Communities Grant. Dr. Diaz was born and raised in
Brooklyn, NY and holds a B.A, in Business Education from Hunter College-City University of New York, an M.A. in Business Education and a Ph.D. in
Vocational-Technical Education from The Ohio State University.
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9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.: Concerto Ballroom B

Tangible Ideas for Cities to Support Affordable & Workforce Housing

9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m.: Concerto Ballroom C

Javier Fernández is a State Representative and resident of District 114
and a practicing attorney. Throughout his career, Javier has worked in both
the public and private sector to improve the community in which he was
born. Today, Javier represents clients advocating for transformative
projects across Miami such as the Miami Design District, Brickell City
Centre, Miami Worldcenter, and the Tri-Rail commuter rail service.
Following his service as an advocate in the non-profit sector and as chief of
staff to the mayor of the City of Miami, he went on to study law at the
University of Miami where he graduated with honors while working parttime. Javier prioritizes state investment in the areas of transportation and
affordable housing to address both growing crises that threaten our quality
of life.

Jordan W. Leonard, a third generation resident of Bay Harbor Islands,
was originally appointed to the Town Council to fill a vacancy and has
subsequently been re-elected four times. He is also the Vice Chair of the
Town’s Litigation Committee and the former Chair of the Parks &
Recreation and Charter & Ordinance Review Committee’s. Councilmember
Leonard currently serves as President for the Miami-Dade County League
of Cities and is a Board member of the Florida League of Cities.

Miami-Dade County has a significant housing shortage. The lack of affordable housing
negatively affects many areas, including job creation and traffic. This workshop will
explore specific ideas for cities to promote, incentivize and create additional housing for
low to moderate-income residents.

Paid summer internships, the economy and how it all adds up- Cont’d
Tomara D. Graham, MPS currently serves South Florida Workforce
Investment Board as the Youth Programs Manager for Miami-Dade and
Monroe Counties. She is responsible for managing and overseeing state
and federal funded youth workforce development programs. Ms. Graham
is passionate about developing programs focusing on bridging gaps for the
hard to serve and underserved youth populations. Through planning,
emerging, and executing youth programs and initiatives’, Ms. Graham has
addressed strategic objectives for Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties,
which has helped to leverage resources to enhance youth workforce
programs and services. Ms. Graham earned her Bachelor of Arts in
Organizational Leadership and a Master of Professional Studies in
Executive Management from St. Thomas University in Miami, Florida.
Donovan Lee-Sin, M.P.A., serves as the Director of Public Policy and
Community Engagement at The Children’s Trust, a dedicated source of
funding in Miami-Dade County that promotes the well-being of children
and families. In addition to managing the Trust’s public policy portfolio,
Donovan’s team manages investments in a wide range of community
engagement initiatives, as well as funder collaboration activities and
special projects. His work emphasizes collaboration and partnership while
helping to foster networks that support children and families most in need
to promote sustainable change across the community.
Ann de las Pozas is the Executive Director of the Foundation for New
Education Initiatives, Inc., oversees all aspects of the Foundation’s
operations, working with schools, District offices, community
organizations and local community leaders, to enhance the overall
academic experience for the students and families of Miami-Dade County
Public Schools. Ann’s unique background working with small businesses,
community service organizations and multinational environments
throughout Miami-Dade County, has assisted the school system in
creating and strengthening partnerships with the diverse philanthropic
community in South Florida. Ann graduated with a Bachelors and Master
of Business Administration from Florida International University. She is a
past member of the Board of Directors for Coconut Grove Bank and
served on the Education Committee & Not-for-Profit Committee for the
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce.

Wifredo (Willy) Gort was elected as City of Miami Commissioner in the
City-wide election on November 9, 1993. In 1996 Mr. Gort was selected
Vice Mayor, and served as acting mayor three months after the passing of
Mayor Stephen P. Clark. He currently serves as the City of Miami District 1
Commissioner since 2010. Commissioner Gort is well known for his
excellent community service and his volunteer work in what today are
important not- for- profit agencies offering social services to the elderly, the
young and the small business community, like Little Havana Nutrition and
Activity Center, Youth Co-Op and the Latin Chamber of Commerce
(CAMACOL). Commissioner Gort served as the President of the MiamiDade County League of Cities in 1999. Mr. Gort graduated from MiamiDade College with Honors in 1977 and received a Bachelors in Business
Administration with a minor in Transportation from Florida International
University in 1979. He also has over 25 years of experience as an
Investment Banker.

Eve Boutsis, Esq. Chief Deputy City Attorney, joined the City Attorney’s
Office in 2014. Ms. Boutsis represents the City of Miami Beach before all
Land Use Boards and handles all land use litigation; assists the Planning
Department, Public Works Department and Building Department with all
land use, administrative regulation, and construction related matters. Prior
to joining the City Attorney’s office, Ms. Boutsis served as Village Attorney
from the Village of Palmetto Bay; and for the Village of Biscayne Park
jointly with John J. Hearn.
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10:45 a.m.-12:00 noon: Concerto Ballroom A

“Re-Building Taxpayer Confidence As We Move Forward with the SMART
Plan”- Cont’d

10:45 a.m.-12:00 noon: Concerto Ballroom A

Javier A. Betancourt serves as Executive Director of the Citizens’
Independent Transportation Trust (CITT), an independent agency of
Miami-Dade County charged with oversight of the “half penny”
transportation surtax and implementation of the associated People’s
Transportation Plan. Javier most recently served as Economic
Development Director for the City of Coral Gables, and as Deputy
Director at the Miami Downtown Development Authority Javier received
a Bachelor’s degree in International Politics from Georgetown
University, a Master’s in Urban and Regional Planning from Florida
Atlantic University, and AICP certification by the American Institute of
Certified Planners.

Esteban L. Bovo, Jr., was elected in 2011 to serve as the Miami-Dade
County Commissioner representing District 13, which includes Hialeah,
Miami Lakes, Palm Springs North, and neighboring areas of
unincorporated Miami-Dade. On December 6th, 2016 Commissioner
Bovo was elected Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners for
the 2017-2018 term. On the Miami-Dade County Commission,
Commissioner Bovo currently serves as Chairman of the Board’s
Transportation and Mobility Committee, and is a member of the
Unincorporated Municipal Services Committee and the Strategic
Planning and Government Operations Committee. Prior to being elected
as County Commissioner, Bovo was appointed Councilman for the City of
Hialeah in 1998. After being re-elected twice, Chairman Bovo’s
colleagues selected him as President of the Hialeah City Council and he
remained in that capacity throughout his term. In November 2008, Bovo
was also elected as State Representative for District 110. Chairman Bovo
has been a proud resident of Miami Dade County for over 45 years and
holds a Bachelor's degree in Political Science from Florida International
University.

“Re-Building Taxpayer Confidence As We Move Forward with the SMART
Plan”
In August the Transportation Planning Organization ("TPO") took a major step forward
in approving Bus Rapid Transit to be built in the South Miami-Dade Transit Way- the
first of six transit corridors under the Strategic Miami Area Rapid Transit Plan
("SMART"). Prior to the decision by the TPO there had been much discussion, and still
is, about how the county has spent the half cent sales tax authorized by the voters in
2002. With the first concrete step taken by the TPO to begin implementing the SMART
Plan, it is important for county government to rebuild confidence in the voters that at
long last their tax dollars are going to be used to build new rapid transit projects to
relieve traffic congestion. Florida Tax Watch has years of experience helping
governments spend their tax dollars wisely so that citizens will have confidence in their
elected leaders. The Citizen’s Independent Transportation Trust (CITT) has been
entrusted to oversee the half-cent tax revenue and will play an important role as the first
of the six corridors is built.

James E. McDonald was elected to Seat 3 in 2012. He was re-elected
in 2016. He is a native of Connecticut and a graduate of Fairfield
University. He received his law degree from Catholic University of
America. Councilmember McDonald is principal of James E. McDonald,
P.A. and of counsel to McLuskey & McDonald, P.A. He is also an adjunct
law professor at Miami’s St. Thomas University. Councilmember
McDonald is chair of the Miami-Dade League of Cities’ Transportation
Committee, is vice chair of the National League of Cities’ Transportation
& Infrastructure Services Committee and previously was chairperson of
the Village’s Transportation Advisory Committee.

Dominic M. Calabro serves as the President & CEO of Florida
TaxWatch, Calabro also serves as President and Chief Executive Officer
of the Prudential Productivity Awards, which recognizes, rewards, and
works to replicate outstanding government productivity and innovative
cost-saving achievements throughout Florida government worth more
than $9 billion to date. Before joining TaxWatch in early 1980, Calabro
served as a graduate budget analyst with the Florida Senate Ways and
Means Committee (later split into Appropriations and Finance and
Taxation). He received his Bachelor's degree with highest honors from
Florida International University. He also holds a Master's degree from
Florida State University and will soon receive a second Master's degree
in public finance and budgeting.
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10:45 a.m.-12:00 noon: Concerto Ballroom B

Lessons from Parkland: What Municipal Officials Need to Know- Cont’d

10:45 a.m.-12:00 noon: Concerto Ballroom B

Frank Zenere is a school psychologist and District Coordinator of
Student Services/Crisis Management Program for Miami-Dade County
Public Schools, the nation’s fourth largest district. Over the last 25
years, Frank has coordinated and assisted in the provision of crisis
intervention support at hundreds of schools impacted by a critical
incident or disaster. He holds a B.S. in Special Education as well as a
M.S. and Ed. S. in School Psychology all from Florida International
University.	
  

Stacey Blau is the Chief Operating Officer of 5326 Consultants that
provides workplace violence prevention strategies and active shooter
response training to corporate, government, police and civilian clients.
She previously served ten years at the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) primarily focused on clandestine human intelligence collection.
Ms. Blau is a graduate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), where she majored in mathematics and computer science. She
speaks expert Russian and Polish and is proficient in Spanish and
French. 	
  

Robert DePriest, Special Agent, is the FBI’s Crisis Management
Coordinator and Active Shooter Program Manager in the Miami office.
He is a 21-year veteran of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He has
previously served as an instructor in firearms, tactics, and law
enforcement rapid response scenarios and has led special operations
teams. Prior to joining the FBI he worked as a reactor engineer for the
US Nuclear Regulatory Agency. He received his B.S. in Mechanical
Engineering from the Catholic University of America.	
  

Raul Mas is very engaged in the South Florida community as a
passionate volunteer committed to helping our military service
members and veterans. Mr. Mas serves as the Civilian Aide to the
Secretary of the Army (CASA) for South Florida assisting Army
soldiers and their families and proudly telling the Army story. He helps
select America's future military leaders as a member of Senator Bill
Nelson's Service Academy Interview Committee. Mr. Mas educational
credentials include a Harvard MBA and an undergraduate degree from
Georgetown University.

Lessons from Parkland: What Municipal Officials Need to Know
The purpose of this round table discussion is to understand the “lessons learned” in the
aftermath of the tragic mass shooting at Marjory Stone Douglas (MSD) High School in
Parkland on February 14th, 2018. It is important for municipal leaders to understand what
went wrong at MSD and how schools, police departments and the community could have
been better prepared to deal with this horrific act that claimed 17 innocent lives and
injured 17 others. Mass shootings have spiked in recent years and they are not limited to
public schools. Any public space is vulnerable. Likewise, workplace violence issues have
also escalated, putting both private and public employees at risk. This discussion will
serve to inform and educate attendees about how municipalities can better protect their
citizens and prepare for such incidents.The round table discussion will focus primarily on
the findings of the bipartisan Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety
Commission, created by the Florida legislature, who have been charged with analyzing
information from the Parkland shooting (and other mass violence incidents) to propose
recommendations and system improvements. The participants will also discuss other
findings made by the FBI, the US Secret Service, the Broward League of Cities and other
organizations.
Claudia V. Cubillos is the first Latino Mayor in the 77-year history
of the Village of El Portal, Florida. She was first elected to the El
Portal Village Council’s Seat 2 in a contested-election in 2008,
receiving more votes than any candidate in El Portal’s history. She was
subsequently re-elected in 2010 and 2012, and then in 2014 she
decisively defeated the long-serving incumbent Mayor with 55% of the
vote, and in 2016 and 2018 was re-elected without opposition. Mayor
Cubillos is proprietor of Ms. Claudia’s Village Academy, an infantVPK day school with afterschool programs and tutoring services. She
is currently First Vice President and Executive Board Member of the
Miami-Dade County League of Cities and a Board Member of the
Florida League of Cities.
Walter G. “Skip” Campbell was elected as Mayor of Coral Springs
in November 2014 and was re-elected in November 2016. He has been a
resident of Coral Springs for 36 years. Mayor Campbell previously
served in the Florida Senate from 1996 to 2006. A native of Rockaway
Beach, New York he received both his B.A. and J.D. degrees from the
University of Florida.

Christine Hunschofsky was born and raised in Boston,
Massachusetts and moved to Parkland with her family in May of 2000.
She immediately became active in civic affairs. She is a graduate of
Babson College with a Master’s degree in Business Administration and
was a recipient of the Ernst and Young Accounting Award. She
received her undergraduate degree in Philosophy from Boston
University.
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10:45 a.m.-12:00 noon: Concerto Ballroom C

Building Resilience through Master Planning- a municipal approach to
sustainability- Cont’d

10:45 a.m.-12:00 noon: Concerto Ballroom C

James F. Murley was appointed Chief Resilience Officer for MiamiDade County by Mayor Carlos Gimenez in November 2015. Miami-Dade
County, in partnership with the Cities of Miami Beach and Miami, joined
the international 100 Resilient Cities network in May 2016. Jim
previously served as Secretary of the Department of Community Affairs
under Governor Lawton Chiles and was appointed Chair of the Florida
Energy
and
Climate
Commission
by
Governor
Charlie
Christ. Additionally, he served as Executive Director of 1000 Friends of
Florida, spent over 10 years with Florida Atlantic University overseeing
research on urban and environmental issues, and served as Executive
Director of the South Florida Regional Planning Council. Jim is a
founding member of the American Society for Adaptation Professionals
and Resiliency Florida, a Board member of The Florida Ocean Alliance
and the Southeast Coastal Ocean Observing Regional Association, and a
member of the City of Miami Sea Level Rise Committee. He is also a
Fellow of the National Academy of Public Administration.

Matthew Anderson is the Senior Sustainability Analyst with the City
of Coral Gables. His primary role is managing the environmental
initiatives for the City. This includes, but is not limited to, overseeing the
implementation of the City's Sustainability Master Plan, being the staff
liaison for the City's Sustainability Advisory Board, working across all
city departments to develop policies and actions to reduce energy, water,
and fuel consumption and coordinating the city's environmental outreach
initiatives. In addition, Matt coordinates the city’s participation in the SE
Florida Regional Climate Compact and is involved in developing climate
change and sea level rise adaptation and mitigation strategies. Matt is a
South Florida native and graduated from Florida International
University with a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Studies with an
area of specialization in Environmental Education. Matt is a LEED
Green Associate and an ENVISION Sustainability Professional (ENV
SP).

Building Resilience through Master Planning- a municipal approach to
sustainability
Resilience is the capacity of an ecosystem to respond to disruptions and disturbances by
resisting damage and recovering quickly. Resilience cannot be achieved over night. A
measured approach, like master planning, can help municipalities adapt quickly and
bounce back from the environmental and economic challenges caused by a changing
climate. Creating a resilient city requires a commitment from leadership and coordination
across the organization, from integrating electric vehicles into city fleets to promoting
smart development in the public and private sector. Master plans can help chart the course
as cities begin the journey to resiliency by allowing organizations to focus on key goals
that are planned and funded over time, leading to concrete measurable outcomes that
benefit stakeholders at every level. This panel will discuss how municipalities can
undertake a strategic and comprehensive approach to sustainability planning and building
resiliency, with a focus on master planning, sea-level rise preparedness and alternative
transportation. The panel will also address the opportunity for electrification of
transportation, including how adopting electric fleet goals and policies such as an EV
ready ordinances saves money, and how to economically procure light-duty vehicles.
Electrifying transportation offers a real opportunity for Miami-Dade cities and businesses
to reduce costs, increase their energy independence, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Dory Larsen has been with the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy in
the role of Electric Vehicle Program Associate since 2017. She is working
to accelerate the transition to electric vehicles by promoting the growth
of electric vehicle ownership and supporting EV friendly policy and
programs. Central to her work is educating and engaging stakeholders,
identifying strategic policy to propel EV usage, and advocating for
comprehensive EV infrastructure. She is a graduate of the University of
South Florida with a Master of Public Health degree and received her
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Florida Southern College.

Vince C. Lago was automatically re-elected for a second four-year
term on April 11, 2017 and was sworn in as a City Commission on April
28, 2017. He began his first term of service on April 12, 2013. During his
time in office, Commissioner Lago has spearheaded a multitude of
legislative initiatives and encourages the City to be at the forefront of
sustainability. Commissioner Lago is dedicated to transportation
planning and is committed to enhancing South Florida’s transportation
system while meeting energy conservation needs and preserving the
physical and social environment of the community. In 2017 he become
appointed as a board member to the Miami Dade Transportation
Planning Organization representing the City of Coral Gables.
Commissioner Lago is an executive at a distinguished management and
design firm which focuses on commercial construction and specializes in
the construction of medical and educational facilities.
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2:30 p.m.-3:45 p.m.: Concerto Ballroom A

An IRMA Case Study: Agility is Key to Success Debris Management- Cont’d

2:30 p.m.-3:45 p.m.: Concerto Ballroom A

Al Zamora is a highly motivated professional with over thirty-three years
of management experience in the solid waste industry, working both in the
public and private sectors. Mr. Zamora served as the Sanitation Director
for the City of Miami Beach where he managed 183 employees and a
yearly operating budget of $21.5 million. Mr. Zamora was responsible for
the delivery of world-class services pertaining to the collection of
residential and commercial municipal solid waste, recyclables, and green
waste materials. In addition to his normal duties, Mr. Zamora was
designated as debris manager for Miami Beach. During his tenure at the
city, he successfully managed the recovery efforts of several natural
disasters, the last being hurricane Irma. Mr. Zamora directed and
coordinated the collection, processing, and disposal of approximately
180,000 yd.³ of debris within a 45-day timeframe. Mr. Zamora was a key
team member in the development of the city’s Debris Management Plan
and the Public Works Hurricane Plan.

Edward A. Rojas was named Doral’s city manager on June 11, 2014. Mr.
Rojas’ formal education includes undergraduate studies in Architecture at the
University of Florida and graduate studies in Construction Management at
Florida International University. As city manager, Rojas serves as the City’s
chief executive officer and is charged with supervising, coordinating, and
administering the various functions of the City. He has direct responsibility
for all departments, divisions, and office of the City with the exception of the
city attorney and city clerk, which are separately appointed by the City
Council. He is responsible for the leadership and management of an
organization with a workforce of over 420 employees, an annual budget of
approximately $75 million, and provision of services to over 60,000 residents.

Eduardo “Ed” Santamaria, PE, CGC, LEED AP, is Coral Gables
Public Works Director. Mr. Santamaria manages a large Department which
includes the Sanitation, Landscape Services, Engineering, Facilities
Maintenance, Utilities, Right-of-Way Maintenance and Automotive
Divisions. As Director, he supervises over 200 full time employees engaged
in the daily delivery of essential and often highly visible public services. Mr.
Santamaria was formerly the Public Works Director for the City of Miami
where, with a Departmental budget of $80MM, he was responsible for the
planning, oversight, and management of Miami’s vast infrastructure needs
and public right-of-way related engineering functions, including land
surveying. He also served as the City of Miami’s Supervisor of Plats with
direct oversight of the technical aspects of the subdivision of land within
Miami’s municipal boundaries. Mr. Santamaria has more than 25 years of
responsible project management, engineering, and construction experience.
He received his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Florida
International University and is a registered State of Florida Professional
Engineer, a State of Florida Certified General Contractor, and a certified
LEED AP.

An IRMA Case Study: Agility is Key to Success Debris Management
The unprecedented reach of Hurricane Irma impacted every county in the state of Florida.
Municipalities in Miami-Dade County especially, experienced unexpected quantities of debris
in the face of scarce industry resources due to Hurricane Harvey’s concurrent impact on the
Gulf coast of Texas. The pervasive effects of Irma matched with the highly pressurized market
for debris collection services, created hardships at every level of debris management, from
enforcing contracts to siting sorting and disposal locations to FEMA compliance to the
resumption of normal sanitation services. This panel discussion will touch on lessons learned
by the City of Coral Gables, the City of Miami, and the City of Miami Beach in debris
collection efforts under volatile market conditions for resources.
Juan Carlos Bermudez is the founding Mayor of the City of Doral and served
in that capacity for the first 9 1/2 years of the city’s existence. He was re-elected
as Mayor of Doral in 2016. He is currently a member of the Advisory Board of the
United States Conference of Mayors, as well as Board Member of the MiamiDade County Transportation Planning Organization and the Treasurer on the
Miami-Dade County League of Cities Executive Board. Mayor Bermudez served
as a Board Member of the Florida League of Cities, Miami Dade-County League
of Cities, Florida League of Mayors and The United States Conference of Mayors
where he also chaired the International Affairs committee. His fellow elected
officials selected Mayor Bermudez as the President of the Miami-Dade County
League of Cities in 2010-2011. Additionally, Mayor Bermudez served on the
Beacon Council Board and received the Good Government Award from the
Greater Miami Chamber of commerce in 2009. Mr. Bermudez graduated from the
University of Miami with a Bachelor of Arts degree and received his law degree
(juris doctorate) from the University of Notre Dame Law School. He has
practiced law in South Florida for over 28 years and is member of the Florida
Bar and the American Bar Association amongst other legal associations. He is
currently a partner at Lubell Rosen, LLC in the Coral Gables office.
Peter Iglesias, PE, Coral Gables Assistant City Manager, has operational
authority over Public Works, Development Services, Parking, Historical
Resources & Cultural Arts, Economic Development, and Community Recreation.
He is the Chief Building Official and oversees the City’s 5-year multi-million
dollar capital plan. Prior to returning to the City of Coral Gables in 2016,
Assistant City Manager Iglesias served as the Senior Director of Building,
Planning and Zoning at the City of Miami for 3.5 years, before that he was the
Coral Gables Building Director. He is a recognized and respected professional
with more than 35 years of complex engineering and construction experience in
both the private and public sectors, and a leading expert in the Florida Building
Code, Life Safety Code, FEMA and ADA. He is a graduate of the University of
Miami (Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering, Structures, Cum Laude and is
working towards a Doctorate of Science in Engineering) and a long-time resident
of Coral Gables.
Brook Dannemiller, RLA, LEED AP is a registered landscape architect
and LEED Accredited Professional with fifteen years of landscape architecture
and planning experience in both the private and public sector. In his role at the
City of Coral Gables as Acting Assistant Public Works Director - Field Services,
he is responsible for landscape maintenance operations citywide; managing the
City’s urban forest of over 38,000 trees; garbage, recycling, and bulk trash
collection; and hurricane debris clean-up, processing, and disposal. Private
sector projects included community design and planning, streetscapes, parks, and
landscape design. Mr. Dannemiller has a B.S. in Landscape Architecture from
Cornell University.
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2:30 p.m.-3:45 p.m.: Concerto Ballroom B

Condo Corruption – What is the Municipal Response?- Cont’d

2:30 p.m.-3:45 p.m.: Concerto Ballroom B

Carlos Luffi has been employed as a police officer, detective, and
sergeant with the Miami-Dade Police Department for approximately 23
years. He is currently assigned to the Condominium/Mortgage Fraud
Squad; and has spent 15 years as a sergeant in investigative units,
including the Northwest District General Investigative Unit, the Northside
District General Investigative Unit, the Narcotics Bureau, and has been
assigned to the Economic Crimes Bureau for the past 4 years.

John N. Perikles has served Miami Dade County as a prosecutor for
over 29 years. Since March 2016, he has been the Chief of the Economic
Crimes Division. In 2017, Mr. Perikles helped spearhead a Grand Jury
investigation into condominium corruption that resulted in changes in
Florida law. He has tried cases ranging from misdemeanor theft to
Capital murder and has supervised hundreds of complex investigations
involving homicide, armed robbery, narcotics trafficking, racketeering,
organized fraud, money laundering, illegal gambling, and public
corruption. Mr. Perikles was born in Silver Spring, Maryland in 1963. He
attended both college and law school in Washington D.C., earning his
undergraduate degree from George Washington University in 1986 and his
Juris Doctor from the Georgetown University Law Center in 1989. 	
  

Michael Góngora was elected to his third non-consecutive term as
Miami Beach Commissioner in 2017. In 2000, Commissioner Góngora
began his public service as President of the Miami Beach Latin Chamber
of Commerce, where he served three terms. Góngora also chaired various
boards and committees including serving as President of the
Environmental Coalition of Miami and the Beaches (ECOMB). A
practicing community association attorney with Becker & Poliakoff, he
served two non-consecutive terms as President of the Miami Beach Bar
Association. While president of the Miami Beach Bar Association,
Góngora re-established the North Beach Pro Bono Law Clinic to provide
free legal consultations to low-income residents. In 2013, Góngora also
sponsored an amendment to the City of Miami Beach Citizens Bill of Rights
to acknowledge that the City had a duty to assist condominium and
cooperative unit owners which the voters overwhelmingly supported. In
2018, he was named as Board Certified Specialist in Condominium and
Planned Development Law by the Florida Bar.

Condo Corruption – What is the Municipal Response?

Lazaro Gonzalez has worked as a Research & Training Specialist and
was later promoted to Government Analyst II, He is now the Senior
Management Analyst Supervisor and head of the Education Department
that is in charge of creating, approving and providing educational
information and instruction to Condominium and Cooperative Unit
Owners and Board Members throughout Florida. He along with his
Education Team travels around the state conducting education seminars on
various topics related to the operation of Community Associations
including the Board Member Certification Course. He also provides CAMCEU courses for Community Association Managers.

Rene Garcia was born and raised in the City of Hialeah. In 1997, he was
elected to the City of Hialeah Council, in 2000, he was elected to the
Florida House of Representatives, serving 8 years and elected to the
Florida Senate in 2010. Senator Garcia is a Florida International
University alum, obtaining his bachelor’s degree in Political Science and
completed a Master’s degree in Business Administration from the
University of Miami. Senator Garcia is currently the Chair of the
Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee, Vice Chair of the
Appropriations Subcommittee on Finance and Tax, and serves on the
Appropriations Subcommittee on the Environment and Natural Resources,
Subcommittee on General Government, Banking and Insurance, Judiciary
and the Joint Administrative Procedures Committee.

Dana R. Goldman, Esq. is the current Vice Mayor of the City of Sunny
Isles Beach. Now in her second term, Goldman has served on the City
Commission since 2014. Prior to that, as Chairperson of the Citizens
Advisory Committee, she initiated a "Condominium Workshop Series" in
partnership with the City. A tireless advocate of advancing the rights of our
City’s condominium dwellers, Goldman meets regularly with residents on
their condominium issues, writes about legislative and regulatory updates
in the City’s news outlets, and is hosting periodic “Condo Clinics” at City
Hall. Goldman is a real estate attorney at Shutts & Bowen LLP where she
represents national and regional homebuilders in matters relating to
development of their condominiums and planned communities. She is a
Florida licensed Real Estate Broker, Mortgage Loan Originator and Title
Agent, and a member of the Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section
of the Florida Bar, Condominium & Planned Development Committee.

An exploration of ongoing corruption in condominiums located within our municipalities.
Condo corruption, well documented in the Grand Jury Report, served as a catalyst for the
recent Florida Condominium Act legislative reforms. Municipalities are often asked to
intervene in contentious unit owner/board member disputes over corrupt activities ranging
from kickbacks, financial fraud and crimes, election fraud, to conflicts of interest. How
should municipalities navigate these matters, what resources can we provide and how can
we best work with outside agencies to combat and deter condo corruption.
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2:30 p.m.-3:45 p.m.: Concerto Ballroom C
Can I Speak up at City Hall? Free speech in the Public Forum
An insistent speaker during the public comment period at a council meeting speaks too
long, is unduly repetitious, becomes agitated, or insists on addressing topics not
appropriate for the public comment session. How do you navigate this difficult scenario
while balancing the rights of municipal government officials to impose time, place,
manner, and content restrictions on speakers during public comment periods at open
meetings versus the speaker’s fundamental right of petition as guaranteed by the First
Amendment? Learn best practices in this increasingly scrutinized and litigated area from
expert practitioners in First Amendment law, municipal law, and the County’s Citizen’s
Bill of Rights.
Hans Ottinot, Esq. was recently recognized as one of the top
government attorneys in the South Florida area by the South Florida Legal
Guide. He has extensive experience in all areas of municipal law, having
represented local and state governments for numerous years. In May 2005
Mr. Ottinot was unanimously selected by the City Commission to serve as
City Attorney for the City of Sunny Isles Beach. As City Attorney, Mr.
Ottinot is primarily responsible for providing legal advice to the City
Commission, City Manager, and employees of the City. Mr. Ottinot was a
litigator with the Office of the Attorney General, where he represented
state agencies and state officials in civil matters in state and federal court.
He is a former Staff Counsel in the Division of Communications with the
Florida Public Service Commission. Mr. Ottinot is an active member in a
number of professional organizations including the Haitian Lawyers
Association; Caribbean Bar Association; Wilkie D. Ferguson Bar
Association; Cuban American Bar Association; and the American Bar
Association. Mr. Ottinot received his undergraduate degree in Political
Science from Colgate University in 1992. After graduating from Colgate
University, Mr. Ottinot attended the University of Miami School of Law,
where he received his Juris Doctor in 1995.

Benedict Kuehne, Esq. is a South Florida lawyer specializing in
criminal defense, white-collar crime, and public official representation. He
is one of America’s preeminent election law lawyers, having represented
Vice President Al Gore during the 2000 Presidential Election Recount
Litigation. His significant trial and appellate advocacy on behalf of public
officials include local, state, and federal elected officials, officers, and
employees of every political affiliation in ethics, regulatory, criminal, civil,
and administrative matters. Ben is a lawyer-activist whose campaign
compliance representation includes highly valued pre-campaign education,
and his public policy litigation has resulted in meaningful advancements in
citizen access to local, state, and federal governments and officials. He is a
Past President of the Dade County Bar Association, a former member of
The Florida Bar Board of Governors, and a Certified Fraud Examiner
(Life Member).

2:30 p.m.-3:45 p.m.: Concerto Ballroom C

Can I Speak up at City Hall? Free speech in the Public Forum- Cont’d

Jose Arrojo, Esq. is the Executive Director of the Miami-Dade
Commission on Ethics and Public Trust. Amongst its various charges, the
Commission is tasked with enforcement of the County Citizens’ Bill of
Rights which includes a right to be heard at public meeting provision. Mr.
Arrojo previously served over two decades at the Miami-Dade State
Attorney’s Office including fourteen years as Chief Assistant State’s
Attorney, supervising all investigations and prosecutions of crimes
committed by public officers and employees. In more than thirty years as a
lawyer, he rotated out of government and held in-house legal department
and private law firm positions during which he focused his practice on the
representation of county and municipal employees in labor & employment
and civil rights matters. Mr. Arrojo is a graduate of the University of
Miami and the Florida State University College of Law. He has served as
an Instructor and Adjunct Professor for local universities and colleges and
is frequent lecturer and panelist on investigation of misconduct by public
employees and related topics. Mr. Arrojo has served and held leadership
positions with the Florida Bar on Grievance Committees, the Criminal
Rules & Procedures Committee, the Criminal Law Section’s Executive
Committee, and the American Bar Association’s Criminal Justice Section.
He is admitted to the Florida Bar and the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Florida and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh
Circuit.

Victoria Méndez, Esq. is the City Attorney for Miami. She is Board
Certified in City, County and Local Government, and has a Master of Public
Administration. She joined the Office in 2004. Prior to that, Victoria was a
Prosecutor for the Miami-Dade State Attorney. She is an American Bar
and Florida Bar Foundation Fellow, has been a Trustee for the Miami-Dade
Law Library since 2005, and the Dade County Bar Government Relations
Chair or Co-Chair since 2013. She is a founding committee member of the
Florida Bar Leadership Academy, since 2013, and a Past President of the
Cuban American Bar Foundation and the Cuban American Bar Association.
She has been a Top Government Attorney in Florida Trend's Legal Elite
since 2008 and has been named in Miami Today’s Book of Leaders, one of
Daily Business Review's Top 20 South Florida Women for Legal
Achievement, and a Distinguished Alumni by the University of
Miami. Victoria speaks on local government regularly and enjoys public
service.
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